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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the V 
United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 2023 1 on 
May 2, 2( 

Signed: 




Diane Schwanbeck 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 



The references listed in the attached PTO Form 1449, copies of which are attached, 
may be material to examination of the above-identified patent application. Applicants submit 
these references in compliance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and 
1.97. The Examiner is requested to consider these references and to acknowledge such 
consideration by initialing the attached PTO Form 1449 at the appropriate locations. 

This Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is not to be construed as a representation 
that a search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this 
application does not exist, or that these references indeed constitute prior art. 

This IDS is being filed within three (3) months of the date on which this application 
was filed. Accordingly, no fees are due in connection with the filing of this IDS. 
Nevertheless, in the event any fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
such fees to Deposit Account 50-0805 (Order No. MIPFP007). 
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10/071,459 
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Applicants: 


_ Statement By Applicant 


Naoki Kuwata et al. 
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Filing Date: 


Group: 


A, \\ (Use Several Sheets if Necessary) 


February 8, 2002 
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Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application 
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Initial 
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Document 
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Publication 
Date 
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Patent Office 
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8/1998 
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Author, Title, Date, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication 
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Abstract of Japanese Patent Publication 10-226139, 
Pub. Date: 25 August 1998, Patent Abstracts of Japan 
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Examiner 


Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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